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ANNUAL REPORT
Of th e
Municipal Officers
Of th e
r,
TOWN OF PERU
For th e
Y ear Ending* F eb ru a ry  9 th
1924
- i  —  -  #  - i  . . .  - - - - -  ■ -  — —
The Pinewood P r in t Shop, Canton, Me.
, i 3  I S Z
Moderator
H. R. RO BIN SO N
. Town Clerk
H O W A RD  T U R N E R
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor
E. B. KNOX C. H. RO BIN SO N  JO H N  BURGESS
Treasurer
H. R, RO BIN SO N
Collector of Taxes and Constable
A E B E R T  A. BURGESS
Constables
JO H N  W IK E N C. H. RO BIN SO N
H A R O LD  D. PACKARD
Superintending School Committee
M A B E L L E  RO BIN SO N  C L E M E N T IN E  W A LK ER
ISAAC A. SE A R L E S
Superintendent of Schools
H. W . COBURN
W. B. K ID D E R
Board of Health
H. L. SH A W  O. T. W O O D B U R Y
Health Officer
Mi
H. L. SH A W
Sealer of W eights and Measures
H. L. SHAW
Road Commissioner
M A N LEY  M. FA R R A R
Sextons
W A L T E R  C U N N IN G H A M
A. W . K N IG H T
O. O. TRACY
Fire Warden and Inspector
G EO RG E H. C O N A N T 
Surveyors of Wood and Lumber
C. H. R O B IN SO N  • W . J. B R Y A N T
r
tThe Selectmen of the Town of Peru submit the 
following report for the year ending February 9, 1924.
V A LU A TIO N
Real estate, resident 
Real estate, non-resident 
Total real estate 
Personal estate, resident 
Personal estate, non-resident
$216,255 00 
86,720 00
87,145 00 
11,655 00
Total amount personal estate
$302,975 00
98,800 00
Total V aluation $401,775 (0
Value of land • • * * M 165,926 00
Value of buildings
• * * / ■ " .  V *' *" ,s . %  .  \  t 0 
\  A  r  ■. • * i  '*
137,049 00
L IV E  STOCK
4 • #  ^  ^i # *
No.
✓  .
Av. Val. Total Val.
Horses 208 $92 26 $19,465 00
Colts, 3 to 4 4 93 75 375 00
Colts ,2 to 3 6 75 83 455 00
Cows 462 34 20 15,801 00
Oxen 7 63 57 445 00
Three years old 69 30 58 2,110 00
Two years old
V ;p:-VV
81 22 14 1,794 00
Total value $40,445 00
E X E M PT L IV E STOCK
No. Av. Val. Total Val.
One year old 113 $12 86 $1,453 00
Sheep 129 5 03 649 00
Swine 75 13 91 1,043 00
t
Total value o f ‘exempt livestock $3,145 00
;>
A LL O T H E R
Stock in trade $14,300 00
Logs and lumber 3,790 00
Wood and bark 1,540 00
«
Automobiles—119
. t
23,905 00
w
Musical instrum ents—61 4,960 00
Furniture 675 00
Material in stock >175 00
Other property 9,010 00
Total amount ; $58,355 00
Taxable live stock brought forward 40,445 00
Total amt. of taxable personal property $98,800 00
A P P R O P R IA T E D  AiND A SSESSED
State tax 
County tax
Eor support of common schools
I .
Support of poor 
Summer roads and bridges 
W inter roads
Miscellaneous town charges 
Town officers’ bills 
Memorial purposes 
Interest on school fund 
H igh school tuition 
Text books and supplies 
Repairs on school houses 
School flags
State aid road construction
$2,982 96 
838 67
3.500 00 
400 00
3.400 00
1.500 00 
500 00
" 950 00 
15 00 
34.38
1.400 00 
200 00 
150 00
10 00 
533 00
State aid road maintenance (No. 2) 24 00 
State and State aid rd. maint.
F itting  patrol road 
Dixfield-Peru ferry
100 00 
50 00 
225 00
»
Mexico-Peru bridge 225 00
Metal culverts 300 00
Salary Supt. of Schools 240 00
Clerk's filing cabinet 225 00
Painting Town Hall 125 00
Painting bridges 150 00
Interest on Burgess’ loan 100 00
Care of cemeteries 20 00
Special repairs on school houses 850 00
New road machine 400 00
Erection and repair of guide boards 50 00 
Rebuilding old rd. maeh. for w inter 30 00
Total appropriation
Overlay
Supplementary
$19,528 01 
453 09 
46 20
Total tax committed to collector $20,027 30
Number of polls taxed, 232.
Number of polls not taxed, 21
Poll tax, $3.00
Rate of taxation, .048.
SUM M ER ROADS AND BRIDGES
Appropriation $3,400 00
Overdrawn, 1922 283 91
Amount available 
Patrol allowance
$3,116 09 
467 40
Available for unpatrolled roads $2,648 69
M. M. Farrar, Road Commissioner
7 4
4
Paid F. G. French, labor $ 4 89
M. M. Farrar 62 00
G. A. Knox 88 20
E. L. Knox 92 05
Alton - Lovejoy 74 20
Bcrrett Leighton 39 15
Benj. Lovejoy 40 95
Isaac Searles ■ 31 50
Lovell Oldham 23 90
U. G. McIntire 11 20
Leon Estes 15 00
A. G. W alker 6 00
Oscar Putnam 74 00
Daniel Lovejoy 2 40
W ilbur Chenery ' ■ 2 40
Thomas Saunders 9 00/
Id. L. Shaw 12. . / « , 00
A rthur Eastm an 18 00
Lester Child CS 3 00
Lester Knox 21. . • • i a ; , ! 25
Carrol Oldham 6 00
A. W. K night 7 07
A. C. Hammond
\
18 40
W illis Haines 3 00
J. R. Morrill & Son 39 90
M. M. F arrar 86• >. • 64
E .E. Howard 65 00
E. E. Cox 51 25
Lovell Oldham 60 13
Elwood Kidder 63 17
J. C. Oldham 49 90
G. A. Knox 82 00
C. H. Robinson 22 80
Carrol Oldham 32 921. •’ t *' •»
Alphonse Ferland 2 64
A. L. Harlow 3 15
E. L. Knox 84 00
Benj. Lovejoy 46 15
I
/ s
Barrett Leighton 2 50
Alton Lovejov 78 50
Emerson Oldham »» 3 25
Nelson Lufkin 25 00
W. J. Bryant 35 00
A. G. W alker 6 00
A. J. Farrar /
1
8 00
E. G. Child 6 00
D. O'Connor 1 7 00
A. E. Child, Jr. 2 03
C. E. Knox 7 35
M. M. Farrar ' T 53 23
E. L. Knox ► 53 40
Benj. Eovejov 25' 20
Alton Love joy 31 50
James Irish 3 50
Arthur Eastm an 3 50
A. G. Howard 18 00
Alton Burgess 5 00
W. W. Tainter / 11 90
G. A. Knox 34 80
Carrol Oldham 9 28 35
E. E. Howard 56 70
Elwood Kidder 25 20
J. C. Oldham 32 50
Lovell Oldham 42 25
E. E. Cox 25 20
V. A. Eastm an 7 00
Simeon Tutlis 15 00
O. L. Knight 40
M. M. Farrar 6 00
E. L. Knox * 9 18
C. A. Knox 3 25
C. A. Lane, plank and spikes 68 18
J. G. and R. J. Tyler, labor 24 50
o
9F. A. Smith 1 40
Bcnj. Lovejoy 2 45
M. M. Farrar 5 73
E. L. Knox 18 53
E. E. Howard 32 47
Benj. Lovejoy 3 50
Nelson Lufkin 21 00
G. A. Knox 21 53
>
C. A. Lane, plank ■ 22 86
Richard Gill, labor 6 15
Peter Dragoon 75
M. M. Farrar 12 00
C. M. W hite 4 00
G. A. Knox 9 75'
Benj. Lovejoy 1 62
A rthur Child 6 15
E. E. Howard 12 40
Comeo & Child . 40 25
M. M. Farrar 40 00
G. A. Knox 11 60
E. L. Knox 40 50
B arrett Leighton 12 60
Benj. Lovejoy 35 75
A rthur Eastm an 13 00
Elwood Kidder 6 50
Lovell Oldham
t
6 50
Lester Child 18 90
G. A. Knox 61 70
Joe Remika 6 50
Comeo & Child 42 00
Isadore Dragoon 9 52
C. A. Lane, labor 8 94
. v *x. .%r» r+. /*■>'* “1 ’ -*/
. M. M. F arrar > r 6 00
E. L. Knox
0 9 80
H. R. Robinson & Son 19 10
.* •  ^ —  »» ••
10
Peter Dragoon 
Herbert Knox
H. R. Robinson & Son
*
1 40
2 10 
15 00
Expended $2,690 53
Overdrawn
STA TE AID ROAD ACCOUNT
Appropriated by Town, 1923 $533 00
Appropriated by Town, 1922 300 00
Appropriated by State, 1922 250 57
Appropriated by State, 1923 708 89
LTnexpended, in 1921 62 13
Available
Expenditures
$1,854 59 
1,795 46
Unexpended $59 13
T H IR D  CLASS ROAD .ACCOUNT
Available $831 59
Expended 807 12
Unexpended $24 47
M A IN TEN A N CE STA TE AID ROAD No. 2
Appropriated $24 00
Received from State 23 40
Available $47 40
Expended • 48 00
• ' »
Overdrawn $ 60
nPA TR O L PR E PA R A T IO N
Appropriated by Town $50 00
Appropriated by State 50 00
$100 00 
100 00
Available
Expended
4
PA TR O L M A IN TEN A N C E STA TE AID ROAD
No. 1
Appropriation $100 00
Overdrawn, 1922 10 80
Available 
Paid State
89 20 
83 10
Unexpended $6 10
W IN T E R  ROADS
Appropriation 
Overdrawn in 1922
$1,500 00 
299 24
Available
A. W . K night 4 $12 16
E. B. Knox 2 67
B. D. Packard 13 40
Harold Child 3 75
M. H. Babb 2 70
C. W. Knox 15 30
E. E. Cox 1 80
A. G. Howard '24 10
*9
Carrol Oklham 2 70
Leroy Oldham 1 50
M. O. W alker 2 40
James Irish 1 80
$1,200 76
1Emerson Oldham 8 07
S. H. McIntire 3 00
David Chamberlain 3 56
H. K. W ashburn 6 30
H. L. Shaw 3 60
Duncan Law 4 35
E. A. LaCroix 5 10
Andrew Michard 6 90
M. M. Farrar 9 30
Henry Hall 2 40
James Saunders 5 25
Thomas Saunders 5 25
.Linus Libby 1 20
Chas. Derrill 3 60
B. J. Roberts 3 66
M. B. Knox 2,10
Wm. Gillespie 9 00
B. C. Putnam 8 40
Leland Kidder 1 50
Bennie Dragoon 4 80
Felix Gcdish 5 40
Jos. Jesselskis * * 
oCO
Jas. Miller • 61 40
j r
Dominick Mazeikis 61 97
William Johnson 1 80
W. C. Morse 7 38
T. C. Oldham
n s 7 37
John W iken 1 80
H. R. Robinson 4 00
C. A. Hoar 14 49
Richard Gill 2 07
Frank Go-dish 22 40
Jos. Jesselskis 3 30
Jas. Irish 4 20
Thos. Cunningham 15 23
#
t13
Anthony Mockus 2 40
Felix Godish 3 30
Robert Gillespie 19 77
D. W . Oldham 20 06
A. G. W alker 6 78
Dennis O’Connor 4 52
H. E. Knox 16 89
Lawrence Vaughn 1 20
G. H. Conant 7 89
C. L. Robinson 3 00
Alex. McFee 26 47
W . J. Bryant 12 49
John Burgess 2 85
I. C. Kidder 5 10
C. H. Robinson 13 65
Alphonse Ferland 45 68
Albert Ferland 1 20
A. E. Child 2 00
Frank Savage 2 40
Fred Russell 2 55
M. M. Farrar " 38 14
E. E. Cox ' ' 5 
1•
25
Carrol Oldham 4
•
50
Emerson Oldham 6 88
Joe Albert 2 10
J. C. Oldham 7 64
B arrett Leighton 14 10
A. G. Howard 23 03
W . S. Haines 10 50
Dank Lovejoy 1 24 45
Ralph Smith 4 20
Fred Lovejoy 5 70
Thos. Cunningham ; 5' 40
H enry Hall • 10 50
H. I.. Shaw 2 10
14
W ilber Chenery 2
•
10
Isaac Searles
f
2 10
D. L. Chenery 2 70
Lester Child 2 70
Arthur Eastm an '  5 45
G. A. Knox 12 80
Isaac Searles 8 85
Sylvester Searles 
• /
8 85
Fred S. Searles 2 10
Frank Searles 4 80
A .
Frank John 3 90
E. E. Howard 5 25
A. W. Knight 6 OO
Harold McIn tire 2
i
¥
I
T.eon Estes 3 00
U. G. McIntire 5
i
85
P. H. Bishop
• f
3 00
N. S. Bishop
• » i  • - i
10 20
A.- L. Hammond
t
1 50
E. L. Child '6 75
L. K. Lovejoy & Son 22 70
t
A. B. M clntire 8 85
Wm. Johnson 4 20
M. H. Oldham 13 40
Maurice Oldham 2 40
Fred Luce 1 20
D. W. Oldham 4 28
M. H. Babb '  1 50
J. R. Morrill & Son 5 40
C. L. Knox 7 35
L. K. Lovejoy & Son 11 50
L. M. Knight 3 00
H. S. Gammon
u
5 00
Simmeon Tutlis 5 00
G. L. Rowe 3 00
A. J. Tyler 36 00
E. G. Child 9 02
Carl Hoar 4 00
A. L. Harlow 5 34
D. C. Chenery 4 50
H. M. Packard 1 05
E. E. Howard 17 90
Richard Gill 6 50
C. L. Knox 6 60
Bennie Dragoon 60
A. G. W alker 6 00
A. S. Holman 10 08
E. B. Knox
•<
3 67
H. R. Robinson 3 27
H. E. Knox 12 00
E. P. Burgess 4 20
R. L. Ford 52 00
A. G. Howard 90
John Burgess 3 30
A. W . K night 4 94
M. M. Farrar 4 40
L. F. Oldham 3 00
G. A. Knox 3 00
A, G. W alker
< *
6 00
Carl Hoar 25 10
John Godish 1 05
S. H. M clntire 3 60
E. E. H ow ard 12 76
J. C. Oldham 6 70
Em erson Oldham 70
Carrol Oldham 70
Expended $1,218 88
O verdraw n
r $18 12
16
PA IN T IN G  TO W N  H A LL
Appropriate! $125 00
Paid M. O. W alker, labor $10 50
M. H. Babb 13 01
I. C. Kidder, material 63 55
C. W. Knox, labor 44 30
Expended 131 36
r
(
Overdrawn
i
/
ERECTIO N  AND R E PA IR  O F G U ID E BOARDS
\
Appropriated 
Paid R. A. Pinkham
$50 00 
11 20
Unexpended $38 80
RESOLVE. ROAD ACCOUNT
Appropriated by State $1,000 00
Expended by. State 1,000 00
Expended by Town. No appropriation:
Paid A. G. W alker for gravel $46 80
P. K. Child for clay 10 20
James Irish for gravel 9 90
E. E. Howard, labor 9 92
John Oldham, labor 9 75
State Treasurer 5 96
Expended by Town $92 53
17
P E R U  AND M EX IC O  B R ID G E  A CCO U N T
Appropriated $225 00
Paid expense painting and railing $180 10
Paid Y\ expense lighting bridge 8 38
Total expenditures
* i  ,
188 48
Expended $36 52
BRID G E PA IN T IN G  ACCOUNT
Appropriated
Unexpended
$150 00 
150 00
ROAD M A C H IN E ACCOUNT
.Appropriated »
Paid N. E. Road Machine Co.
$400 00 
400 00
R E B U IL D IN G  O LD  ROAD M A C H IN E FO R
W IN T E R  USE A CCO U N T
Appropriated
Unexpended
$30 00 
30 00
M ETA L C U L V E R T  ACCOUNT
Appropriated
Expended
$300 00 
281 60
Unexpended $18 40
IN T E R E S T  ON B U R G ESS’ LOAN A CCO U N T
Appropriated 
Paid John Burgess
$100 00 
100 00
s
Appropriated $225 00
Paid Loring, Short & Harmon 189 00
C L E R K ’S F IL IN G  C A B IN E T  A CC O U N T
Unexpended $36 00
D IX FIE L D  AND PER U  FER R Y  ACCOUNT
Appropriation
Unexpended in 1922
$225 00 
9 35
Available
Paid C. H. Robinson, labor 
I. C. Kidder, running boat 
E. E. Brown, labor 
E. B. Knox, labor 
C. H. Robinson, labor 
C. W. Knox, labor 
PI. M. Packard, labor
Total expenditures
Rec’d from Dixfield
$234 35
$5 05 
243 50 
3 00 
5 00 
5 00 
3 00 
3 00
267 55 
133 78
Unexpended $100 57
C EM ETER Y  ACCOUNT
Appropriation $20 00
Unexpended in 1922 54 86
Available $54 86
Paid E. G. Child, labor $ 4 00
O. O. Tracy, labor 16 05
W alter Cunningham, labor 15 00
A. W. Knight, labor 3 00
Expenditures 38 05
l ■■ — __________
Unexpended balance $16 81
19
CU SH M A N  C E M E T E R Y  L O T  A CC O U N T
Interest available $4 12
Expended by E. G. Child 4 00
Unexpended $.12
* H O L L IS  T U R N E R  C EM ETER Y  ACCOUNT
Interest available
Paid H. R. Robinson & Son, labor 
A. W. Knight, labor
Expenditures
Unexpended
$11
14
95
00
i •
$68 26
25 95
$42 31
FE N C IN G  U N P R O T E C T E D  C E M E T E R IE S
AND R E M O V IN G -B O D IE S
.Available $85 85
M EM O R IA L PU R PO SE S
y '
Appropriated 
Overdrawn in 1922
$15 00
1 86
Available
i
Expenditures
Unexpended
•y
PO O R  A CCO U N T
4 ... - • *..•?• 4 •'
*
Appropriated 
Unexpended in 1922
$13 .14 
6 60
$6 54
$400 00 
455 29
$855 29
I
I
<>
Available
20
Paid Mrs. E. W. Knox for sup­
port of A. J. Hall $409 00
Rcc'd from State for A. J. Hall
on account of blindness 180 00
Cost Town for support of
A. J. Hall $229 00
Paid Town of Leeds for supplies
for F. J. W ing and family 68 40
Paid Mrs. Bertha Searles for 
board and care of Mrs.
E tta Bowker $35 60
Paid Dr. J. S. Sturtevant for
medical services 3 50
Support of Mrs. E tta  Bowker 39 10
Paid Town of Hebron for sup- t .* /» .
port of H arry Staples 25 00
Paid Mrs. Bertha Searles for
bd. and c. of H. A. Clark 270 00
Total expense of poor • $631 50
Unexpended $223 79
$  .
POOR BELO N G IN G  TO O T H E R  TO W N S
Paid expense of Raleigh Corson: 
R. S. Tracy, for board 
Esther Tracy, for board
$30 00 
25 00
Expended
Rcc’d from Town of Bethel
$55 00 
55 00
♦
■21
t
POOR B ELO N G IN G  TO STA TE
Paid board and professional services 
rendered Frank B artlett:
Ed. Lufkin for 1923 
Due from State 1922
$456 70 
140 25
Expended
Rcc’d from State bal. for 1922 
Rcc’d from State on acc’t 1923
$596 95
$140 25 
334 95
\ • • • i
Total received from State 475 20
Due from State $121 75
M ISC EL L A N E O U S T O W N  CHARGES
* ’
Appropriated $500 00 .
Overdrawn in 1922 „ 238 03
Available
Paid Rumforcl Publishing Co.
cc 00
Howard Turner, deed and
w ritings 1922 2 50
Dr. Morse, birth certif. 25
E. B. Knox, exp. on town report 79
W . J. Bryant, plk. for patrol rd. 142 00
C. H. Robinson, labor on pat. rd. 15 67
Mathew M cCarthy, legal advice 2 00
M. H. Babb, labor setting up
road machine 1 25
C. W . Knox, labor on patrol rd. 5 33
A. Grudgnsky ,labor on road mach. 2 00
I. C. Kidder, glass and putty  <. 4 95
C. W . Knox, brushes and
setting glass 6 50 '
N orth E ast M etal Culvert Co.
for blade • 8 00
$261 97
I
-)9
C. H. Robinson, express on blade 
E. B. Knox, labor on patrol rd.
A. Grudgnsky, bbl. for mixing paint 
Perambulating Peru-M ilton 
Town Line:
E. B. Knox
5
78
25
50
30
8
32
2
2
6
John Burgess
Henry Nelson, J4 exp. as Surv.
E. B. Knox, lab. and parts, pat. rd. 
W alter Cunningham, labor pat. rd.
G. O. Gardiner, sup. for health off.
H. R. Robinson, exp. on Sealer’s
outfit 4 99
E. B. Knox, labor, on patrol road 4 00 
Fred Cunningham, labor on patrol 
road 12 00
patrol
1 23
5 00 
5 00 
4 00 
2 00 
3 00
C. M. White, use of w ater tub 
H. L. Shaw, use of w ater tub '
B. D. Packard, use of water tub 
James Irish, use of w ater tub 
H. R. Robinson, treas.’s incidentals 3 08
C. H. Robinson, expense, assessors’
15 00
C. H. Robinson, peram bulating 
town line 30 00
Joe Remika, housing rd. mach. 5 00
meeting
! > *
00 
00 
00 
50 ' 1 
00 
25
I. C. Kidder, dynamite, for 
road
&  i
Howard Turner, deeds and clerk's
inc. 5 62
H. \Y. Coburn, office expense 14 83 
E. B. Knox, selectman's incidentals 4 00 
H. R. Robinson & Son, use of 
water tub
Expended $481 27
Overdrawn $219 30
TOWN- O F F IC E R 'S  B IL LS
Appropriated $950 .00
Overdrawn in 1922 201 40
Available ; j
Paid H. L. Shaw, fum. Welch- rent $• ,2-00* > 
Albert A. Burgess, tax collector' 235, 89 
Geo. Conant, tax coll, for 1922 2 00. _
Mrs. C. L. W alker, member S. C. ,31 50
Mrs. M. S. Robinson, m. S. C. 20 00 i -
Isaac A. Searles, m. S. C. , 14 00> / * . i
Howard Turner, town clerk 50 00 V*f » ' s  '  •/ • /
P. K. Child, ballot clerk 4 00
E. P. Burgess, ballot clerk 4 00- • 1 \ 4 >
H. R. Robinson, treasurer 85 00 * ? ;• '
C. H. Robinson, selectman • 162 00
E. B. Knox, selectman 186 00
0  ‘
John Burgess, selectman 129 00
f i
J-
Expended
w  • ’ ; f . : a  . <•
• j  f  •/.*
$925 39
> .  *
Overdrawn
< »
> • •
* '  i »
$176 79
* >. 1 
/ •
,$748 60
/
r •'
I ■
> .
? f ‘ :■ [ (
D E L IN O U E /N T  TA X -PA Y ER S
' David Chamberlain 
Leon A. Estes 
F rank G. French 
Edward LaCroix 
Duncan Law 
H. L. Shaw 
Reuben V aughn 
George Allen
$ ■ 8 40 
31 56 
. '34 68 
24 60 
4 44 
10 92 
17 36 
3 00
$134. 96
tA BA TEM EN TS
On 1922 tax:
W eston W. Dunton, deceased $3 00
Farnum Estes, age limit 3 00
Perley Potvin, unable to collect 9 02
0 *
Charles Neff, unable to collect 83
G. M. Rolf, unable to locate 21 50
On 1923 ta x :
Mary Bent, illegally assessed 31 20
William Howard, paid in Mass. 3 00
Alton Burgess, unable to collect 12 00
Ed. Stevens, illegally assessed 1 68
Amount ■ $85 23
FIN A N C IA L STA N D IN G  OF TO W N
FEB R U A R Y  9, 1924
Resources
Cash in hands of ^Treasurer $1,311 87
Land in Thompson’s Grant
Lot 9, Range 10 300 00
Due on taxes of 1922 282 90
Due on taxes of 1923 134 96
Tax deeds on hand 350 15
Due from State, Frank B artlett acct. 121 75 
Due fr. Fred Cunningham, grader acct. 13 00
Total resources $2,514 63
Liabilities
Loan from John Burgess ' $2,000 00
Resources over liabilities $514 63
Respectfully submitted,
E. B. KNOX,
C. H. RO BIN SO N ,
JO H N  BURGESS,
Selectmen of Peru.
25
TREASURER’S REPORT
Dr,
To cash from last year’s account
• v
Tax deeds on hand 
Due on tax bills of 1922 
.Check from State Treas. for
$2,411 71
63 28 
462 90
140 25
45 00
support of poor 
Check from State Treas., for 
A. J. Hall
Loan from Rumford Falls Tr. Co. 1,400 00 
Tax bills of 1923 19,981 10
State Treas., for support of paupers 103 00
* • r  p]
Cash for use of road grader 5 00
Loan from R umford F. T rust Co. 1,300 00 
City of Lewiston, pauper bill 284 57
.» „ '  j .  i. ;  \  . . v  . ;; .• L ,  ’ '
Town Clerk, dog licenses , 211 00
Loan fr. Rumf. Falls T rust Co. 1,100 00 
Check fr. S tate Treas., for A. J. Hail 45,00 
Loan from R. Falls T rust Co. 400 00•* ; •
Town of Bethel, for R. Corson 55 00
• j *  f  '■ < r  * '• ■ r .  w \
State Treas., for support of paupers 121, 50 
Loan fr. Rumford Falls Tr. Co. , 960. 00
Check fr. State Treas., for A. J. Hall 45 00
., » ..
Lot in East Peru Cemetery,
,  .1  -  .
State, support of paupers
. 1 J  * '
Dog license refund 
State Sch. Fund for 1923 
State R. R. and Tel. Tax 
State H ighw ay Dept.
Check from State Treasurer, 
for A. J. Hall ■ 
Check from S tate 'T reasurer,';
for Equalization Fund 
Check from State T reasurer, 
H ighway Dept.
10 00 
110 45 
107 25 
2,123 50
i f  i
' 04 
807 12
45 00
168 00
23 40
<
••; j m t •
Town of Dixfield, one half expense
of ferry 133 78
Fred Cunningham, part pay for
road grader 12 00
Supplementary taxes for 1923 ' 46 20
H. W . Coburn, supplies sold schools 2 50
2(>
$32,663 *55
Cr.
' • <. •
Paid Int. on Town note 
Int. on Town note 
Int. on Town note - 
County Tax for 1923 
Int. on Town note 
State Treasurer, for dog licenses 
Patrol maintenance 
State tax for 1923 
Town note and interest 
Rumford Falls Tr. Co., notes 
Rumf. F. T rust Co., int. 
Rumford Falls T rust Co., int. 
Rumford Falls Tr. Co., interest 
Rumford Falls Tr. Co., note 
Due on tax bills of 1922 
Due on tax bills of 1923 
Tax deeds in Treasurer's office 
Town orders paid 
Cash on hand
l £ ’ t
$27 50 
27 50 
3 5 00 
, 838 67 
32 50 
211 00 
, 600 50 
2,982 96 
1,127 50 
4,000 00 
10 00 
45 80 
15 13 
1,100 00 
282 90 
134 96 
350 15
; * • I
t ;V
19,529 61 
1,311 87
$32,663 55
Respectfully submitted,
H EN R Y  ROBINSON.
*»
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF-SCHOOLS, ;
} . i  I
* ' . • • # •
To the citizens of the Town of Peru;
I have the honor to present for your consideration the
i
annual report of the condition of your schools. !
There was no change in the teaching staff for the 1923 
spring terms, and the school year closed w ith ' commendable
■ ■ t
progress in every respect. ' r  '
The fall of 1923 found only two of theold teaching force 
retained for another year, Miss’ Demeritt at the Primary school 
and Mrs. Garland, who was transferred’ from the Grammar
a
school to the Union.' Mrs. Garland is continuing her help­
ing teacher work, and, as in the past two years, is of material 
assistance to the other teafchers in a great; many ways.' '
The four new teachers are Mrs. Beedy at the Grammar,  
Mrs. Herbert at the Center, Miss Trethewey at Dickvale and 
Miss Ross at East Peru. All of your teachers have had the 
advantage of Normal training, and, with the exception of 
Miss Ross, have had, previous experience. Their Work is pro-
• f  . . t ,
grossing smoothly, and the results are very good, as should be
v"; '  • •* •: . ... _ «4' : i*
expected from these trained and intelligent teachers. I do
• ^  i  l .  , •
not hesitate to state that Peru has never had such an efficient 
teaching force at the present time. " 1
For the first time’ in a number of years we are closing 
a '36 week school year, and it is to be’ hoped that the voters' 
of Peru will never be satisfied with a shorter year.' It is a 
duty owed to your youth and to the future'prosperity of your 
Town to give your children advantages in elementary schools 
equal to those of your neighboring townsi This is what you
'  * 4  i 4 '  * i *  'are doing the present year both as regards the quality of your 
teaching force and tbe nuriiber of weeks of school, arid I aril
$ , ♦ ■ ^  # • •  ‘ /  . •$. *  r  i f  * . . ^ t ^  |  |  *
sure it will be no great burden on the Town to kee’p up the
I * , • , 1 t : ,  v •<; \ . P  »
good work. I understand that it costs a lot of money to run 
a successful school system, but it is frionfey well' invested, arid 
that Peru realizes this is shown by the fact that the schodl ex­
penditures are a little more, in proportion, than the average 
town in Oxford County, there being only 11 of the 34 towns 
having a larger school tax rate.
TUITION
For the present school year we have 29 students attending 
High School, 15 at Dixfield, 11 at Canton and 3 at Rumford.
Of this number only two are in the graduating class, 
which will leave 27 to return to school next fall, together with 
5 in our present eighth grade. At $60.00 per year per student 
this will mean an approximate expenditure of $1,800.00 next 
year, and this amount is recommended to be raised. It is 
worthy of mention that with very few exceptions Peru stu­
dents are obtaining very good rank in their subjects taken in 
High School, a fact which speaks well for their elementary 
training.
;• *3 * .*'• ’  • * l  *•* •' «
ATTENDANCE
;  *• v  V V  i v :•' -. > v.- V - f
The annual school census, taken April. 1, 1923, showed 223 
persons between the ages of 5 and 21, 109 boys and 114 girls. 
This is a loss of 17 from last year, when 240 were listed.
There are 115 pupils attending schools of the Town, with 
29 elsewhere.
The percentage of attendance for year ending Dec. 31,
f *' •% . Ur, •» • : • :4 “ '  1 * ~
1923, was 88.23, as shown in the detailed statement. I had 
hoped that this percentage would be above 90, but pupils 
leaving and entering in the middle of the terms in some schools 
has caused the average to drop.
The Center school wins the honor this year of having the
V ’•* i  * '•  ft • • ; ‘ * V? V 1 \ \  , ' j' j * i  i' * ‘ " *
best attendance, a good percentage of 92.89.
There seem to be only a few cases where children stay 
away from school without reasonable excuse. As a whole, the 
attendance is satisfactory, and practically all pupils are inter­
ested in their school work and like to be present every day. 
I think most parents recognize the value of regular attendance 
on the part of their children, and realize that those who are
29
not regular in this respect cannot do justice to themselves and 
are liable to fail in their work.
The situation has been such this year that the truancy 
laws could not be enforced, for the reason that those persons 
elected as Attendance Officers refused to qualify for the office. 
I hope such a condition will not exist the coming year, for the 
services of such an Officer may be needed at any time. It 
seems as though that anyone selected by the Committee as 
worthy of such an Office should take a sufficient interest in 
the welfare of the schools to accept the position.
i )
TEXT-BOOKS
. • '  . . : ’  '  , '  . ; • i  * . V ’ ‘ V '  V  • .. • ;  *
We are gradually introducing new and up-to-date texts 
for the children’s use. During the year new English books,
5 •
have been supplied the 4th., 6th., and 8th. grades. New His­
tory and Geography texts have been furnished the upper 
grades where replacements have been necessary, and some new
. • l »/ •' '  "" . V V •- f • ' ' '  • m \ S*'- > > # # » / *«£ ■ •
supplementary reading matter has been purchased for all 
grades.
V  t  .  * '  /  t  i .  (,  !  .  * i  j  1 • i  '  • ,  * ■ «
it  is the intention to continue the plan of keeping the 
History and Geography texts up to date, a wise thing to do,
L * */ ’ 4 • ’** . ! ’7— - C . * •. ! • ! I
I think, on account of the various changes in data on those 
subjects which have taken place in the last few years.
It is also the plan to furnish more supplementary reading
.r s \ r i '• j  •
for all the grades. I consider the ability to read well and un­
de' standingly one of the greatest assets of the pupil, as, with­
out this ability, other subjects are a great deal harder com-
i * j-  *
prehend, ar.d suitable material should be furnished for this 
purpose.
BUILDINGS
/  ^  /  * • < ' T ^  .. •. »'/ ,»« . • f  * .  •• •
Three school buildings, the Center, Dickvale and Union, 
are in good condition and will need only ordinary repairs.
These buildings are equipped with sanitary toilets and now 
conform to the State standards in this respect.
Considerable work was done this year at the Union, mak­
ing this budding more nearly modern than any other in Town.
9
# J  • * .  If
A combined wood-shed and toilet was built, connected with the 
school-room by passage ways. The old wood-shed, never 
adequate, was floored over and sheathed, and is now used 
for kindling wood and coat room for the boys. The windows
^  1 * #• l  •
were taken from the South side of the room and placed on the 
North side, so that now the light all comes into the room at 
the left and back of the pupil. This does away with any cross
«• ,r • . * ' ■» ’ v ’ ' • ' fVy . ? \ ’ '• • ] •
light and is a much needed improvement.
The East Peru building needs to be completely renovated 
if a school continues to be mamtained there and the Committee 
and myself recommend that the balance left in the Special Re­
pairs account be transferred to the regular Repairs account so 
that the funds may be used at this school.
There has been some discussion regarding the advisability 
of closing this school and transporting all the children in the 
lower part of the Town to Peru Center, finishing off a room up
.* :• , , { . v . i>
stairs for the;.r use. No doubt the State would ass‘st materially 
in this consolidation project, probably to the extent of paying 
half the purchase price of a motor bus large enough for the 
purpose. However, it is our opinion that the time is not yet 
ripe for this change. It may come in a few years, but, in the 
meantime, the children should have suitable quarters at East 
Peru. There has also been some discussion as to the advisa­
bility of opening the Pond school and conveying the East Peru 
children to that district. The number of pupils is about the 
same in each community, but, inasmuch as the business and 
travel is naturally out from the Pond neighborhood in the 
morning and back at night, it is our opinion that the school
should be continued at East Peru.
' . ^ _  ■ '• * * v  / . *
The building at West Peru is the Town’s big problem, a 
problem that must be faced before the fall of 1927 at which 
time it must be equipped with sanitary toilets according to 
the State law. There is no question but what this job, in a 
two story building of this type, will cost at least $1200.00, and 
it would seem, poor business to allow this outlay on an old 
structure where other necessary repairs must be made every
30
•v
year in order to make it habitable. Mr. Libby, of the State 
Department of Education, has exam'ned this building care­
fully and his report is in the hands of the Committee, who, I 
am sure, will be glad to present it for your cons’deration at 
the annual meeting.
The total receipts of the school department for the past 
year have been $8,947.05 and the expenditures, $8,383.17, 
leaving a balance of $563.88 with no accounts overdrawn.
Our common school expenses have been $563.00 more 
than last year, due to the longer school year, an increase in 
transportation and janitor work, and to increased salaries of 
teachers in three schools. However, we have been aided 
materially in this extra expense by an equalization fund of 
$168.00 from the State. Our estimate for next year has been 
based on a 36 week school year, with teachers’ salaries prac­
tically the same as at present, and, unless something unfore­
seen should happen, ougth to be sufficient to defray all ex­
penses.
The following list of recommendations has been carefully 
considered by your Committee and Superintendent and is 
worthy of your approval. The total amount is $250.00, less 
than was raised last year.
Common schools, $3,700 00
FINANCES
Tuition,
Books and supplies, 
Repairs,
Superintendence,
Flags,
Interest on school fund
1,800 00
200 00 
150 00 
240 00
10 00
34 38
$6,134 38
Respectfully submitted,
H. W. COBURN, Supt,
0 2
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TABULAR SCHOOL STATEM ENT 4 >
r v  .
v > ' r
Winter, It),23. Weeks.
/  .* . • i* •• . - V  ■ Reg’cl. Av.At. Teacher. , W ’kiy
Grammar 9 12 10.91 Ina L.Garland• f +
Prim ary 9 21 17.48A ■ • • '  *i • * Ariel DeM eritt
Center 9 15 13.34 Hazel Linnell
East / 9 19 14.91 Edna A. Bailey
Union 11 13 11.05 H ilda H um phrey
Dickvale 9 14- . 9} t •. . . . 12.76 E tta  R ichards1 . f " /  . '  > J l V.- f V.
* • • j. % •
y> • -  / /
» ; • -5  * *
> • . . .  ■ . • « # /  • - 
. • ; . •. n > _ ^
94
>  ^ ; ‘j • j ■
i. r ,  / ,  .*i . ,. y  1 J  * *
80.45
*  ,i.
1 .... 1 .►* 'S  • V .
. . .  ' .1: ;V* * '  ■ » i . . . *. ^ >. ■> . v  /  :• v  •• ’ ■-
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Percentage
. /  > J :  i  u  ■ *
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•. • V ,
of A ttendance, .  85.58
Spring,
-V i. *• » .•  * v '
1 yJ . '■ S  V f .  ■ r, f ,y .  , ._/
7.923
V * .# .* K / /  2. i /  )
'■ , .  2  ■> 
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♦ /  • l
t !  , £ i s f c  y’ ,
J i  • . V v  *’ /  / /  • • ‘ , •
• i ,-■ ;  / • 'r .v  ■ • • • •
, . * • - ' • - . -  .
'  -  , > ' ' '*? v  • A  • V / '  /  ^  V  1. Sj
V . "  »' K * .S j 1 '  \  ,* ./
Gram m ar 13 15 12.04 Ina L. Garland
•*? , /, 
P rim ary ,  -  13 24 21.09 Ariel DeM eritt
Center 13 17 15.65 Hazel Linnell
E ast ; i  13 19 16.18 Edna A. Bailey
Union
•
13 13 12.16 H ilda H um phrey
Dickvale 13 16 13.44 E tta  R ichards
/  f! - W
*i r . ;
104 90.56 & r tr v
«ar1y
^1.00
20.00
21-00
22.00
15.00
18.00
4 t  v «
^l.oo
20.00
21-00
22.00
15.00
18.00
7 S tt *• :
« • • :  »
Percentage of A ttendance, 87.07
Fall,
Grammar 15 21 18.51 Leah Beedy $21.00
Prim ary 15 19 18.26 Ariel DeM eritt 21.00
Center 15 15 14.67 Lula P. H erbert 21.00
E ast 15 17 14.88 Lelia Ross 20.00
Union 15 12 11.62 Ina L. Garland 21.00
Dickvale 15 27 23.69 M argaret Trethew ay 21.00
111 101.63
... * ,  . \  ,  “  \  * •
t
Percentage of A ttendance, 91.65
Percentage of A ttendance for the year, 88.23.
33
Percentage of Attendance per School
♦
Gram m ar, 86.37
Prim ary, 88.79
Center, 92.89
East, 83.58
Union, 91.63
Dickvale, 87.52
Teachers’ Directory, Fall and Winter Terms
Ina L. Garland 
Ariel DeM eritt 
Lula P. H erbert 
Lelia Ross 
Leah Beedy
Residence  
W est Peru 
W est Peru 
W aterville 
Phillips 
Dixfield
M argaret Trethew ey Weld
/  * /  • -
Training
Gorham Nor. and 3 Sum m er Sch. 
Castine Normal 
Gorham Normal 
F arm ington  Norm al 
H iggins Classical In s titu te  
G raduate Business College 
F arm ing ton  Norm al, 5 term s
COMMON SCHOOLS
Balance, 1922-23, 
Appropriation,
Interest on school fund, 
State, Equalization fund, 
State, School fund,
Teachers’ salaries, 
Transportation,
Fuel,
Janitors,
$ 228 77 
3,500 00 
34 38 
168 00 
1,911 75
$5,842 90
$4,396 00 
821 00 
337 80 
209 50
$5,764 30
Balance, $78 60
\
HIGH SCHOOL TUITION
84
Appropriation, $1,400 00
Transferred from school fund a/c, 211 75
$1,611 75
Town of Dixfield, $ 816 00
Canton, 590 83
Rumford, 100 00
Mexico, 1 10 92
Gould’s Academy, 94 00
$1,611 75
* % 4 r‘ 1 ** * ’ *
BOOKS AND SUPPLIES
*  • • '  • • . ■ - •- '
Balance, 1922-23, $ 39 85
. r * *■* r  \  ' /  i ' '  •• * u i - t* / , v . •*' Vi. .. /• j V
Appropriation, 200 00
Sale of supplies, 2 50
Expended,
$242 35 
226 95
Balance,
'  i  . 7
$15 40‘ »
Appropriation, 
Overdraft 1922-23, 
West Peru,
Center,
East Peru,
Union,
Dickvale,
REPAIRS
$ 7 02 
35 85 
25 24 
11 27 
46 55 
22 67
$150 00
t
$148 60
Balance, $1 40
35
SPECIAL REPAIRS, DICKVALE
Appropriation,
Overdraft, 1922-23, $ 30 59
Lumber and supplies, 208 73
Doors and sheathing, 66 32
Labor, 79 00
0
$850 00
$384 64
I
. Balance,
SUPERINTENDENCE
Appropriation,
Paid, H. W. Coburn, Supt.
FLAGS
Balance, 1922-23, $ 05
Appropriation, 1 10 00
$465 36
$240 00 
.$240 00
Flag, East Peru,
Union,
$10 05
$3 30 
3 63
• $6 93
.  „ • -v . .  ;>  •  ‘  • !  ;  • r
t  . ■' %■ v . .  ■ a--.
*" '  ' ' i  »
Balance, ■ '$3 12
STATE SCHOOL FUND 
State school fund, ; $2,123 50
State equalization fund, 168 00
Transferred to common school a/c, 
Transferred to tuition a/c,
$2,291 50
$2,079 75 
211 75
- f
Total receipts for year, 
Total expenditures,
$8,947 05
$8,383 17
- . *<; k » ■'
Balance, $563 88
«6
TOWN CERK’S REPORT.
Record of Marriages, Births and Deaths returned to this 
office for the year ending February 1, 1924.
MARRIAGES
•  *  • *  -  9 •  '•# *'
1923 ,'A "V -..Ji.-
March 10, at Buckfield, Harold P. Child of Peru and 
Florence E. Bennett of Buckfield.
April 3, at Dover-Foxcroft, Leonard B. Hall of Peru and 
Esther M. Pinette of Parkman.
April 26, at Rumford, Adolph Grudgnsky and, Annie 
Yuraitete, both of Peru.
May 19, at Jay, Charles E. Hines of Canton and Beryl W. 
Bryant of Peru.<
June 1, at Dixfield, Hezekiah M. Packard of Dixfield and 
Blanche E. Hall of Peru.
June 20, at Rumford, Leon A. Estes and Isabell H. Gam­
mon, both of Peru.
June 23, at Peru, Manley M. Farrar of Peru and Annie 
Lachance of Rumford.
July 7, at Mechanic Falls, Philip M. Pinkham and Katie
L. Hammond, both of Peru.
August 11, at Mexico, Wm. L. Jordan and Arlene L. 
Cunningham, both of Peru.
August 27, at Peru, Vernon W. Farrar and Selma M. 
Farrar, both of Peru.
Sept. 15, Dixfield, Charles H. Farrar and Susanna E. 
Dolloff, both of Peru.
Oct. 31, at Peru, Ira A. Gammon of Rumford and Mary 
Lufkin of Peru.
Nov. 19, at-Peru, Peter H. Lombard of Upton and Gladys
M. Estes of Peru.
• v f
Nov. 24, at Dixfield, Clavis M. Frost and Inez B. Vaughn, 
both of Peru.
V /
1924
January 5, at Rumford, J. Ralph Oldham of Peru and 
Lou Bryant of Milton PI.
BIRTHS
1923
February 5, to Hazel F. and Osborne R. Burgess, a daugh­
ter, Sylvia May.
March 2, to Edith J. Pingree and Napoleon Charity, a 
daughter, Beryl Muriel Pingree.
April 24, to Hattie M. and Gerald A. Knox, a son, Elwood 
Putnam.
May 27, to Goldie I, and J. Leighton Knight, a daughter, 
Caroline Lois.
June 23, to Shirley E. and William B. Austin, a son, Wil- 
liam Herwood.
July 16, to Gertrude M. and John J. O’Connor, a son,
John Joseph Jr. ' ' .
July 17, to Florence and H. Lowell Shaw, a daughter, 
Hazel Louise.
July 27. to Madeline G. and Herbert E. Knox, a son, 
Warren Woodrow.
August 1, to Victoria E. and Alexander Godish, a daugh­
ter, Victoria Elizabeth.
August 21, -to Blanche E. and Fan Charity, a daughter, 
Joyce.
September 6, to Hazel M. and James A. Dermody, a 
daughter, Lucille May.
September 28, to Mabel A. and Oscar J. Putnam, a 
son, Vivian Stanley.
October 22, to Florence E. and Harold P. Child, a son, 
Maynard Harold.
t38 >
October 26, to Iva M. and Elmer L. Child, a son, 
Everett Elmer.
November 19, to Charlotte B. and Jerry L. Haley, a 
daughter, Beverly Annie.
1924.
January 11, to Arlene M. and Fred Freeman, a daugh­
ter, Anna Jean.
DEATHS
1923.
April 4, at Canton, Benj. A. Swasey, aged 74.years, 8 
months, 22 days. '
%»
*
April 24, Elwood P. Knox, aged, 8 hours.
May 13, at Hebron, Edna Downs, aged 37 years.
June 22, at China, Mary M. Wentworth, aged 83. years. 
June 23, Odele Ferland, aged 65 years, 2 months, 18 d. 
June 28, Etta A. Austin, aged 63 yrs., 3 months, 25 days. 
June 30, Annie M. Bishop, aged 46 yrs., 1 month, 4 d.
July 20, Sophia A. Oldham, aged 55 yrs., 10 mos.. 4 d.
August 19, Henry A. Kidder, aged 2 yrs., 1 mo., 24 d. 
November 29, at Monmouth, Laura Delano, aged 73
t
years, 8 months, 11 days.
1924
January 7, at Rumford, George L. Rowe, aged 65 years, 
9 months, 16 days.
January 27, at Barbara, E. Walker, aged 2 years, 6 mos., 
8 days. ,
HOWARD TURNER, Town Clerk.I ' ■i
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